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Remarks 

Claims 1-20 are pending. 

We gTatetltlly acknowledge the ExaTniner's indication that claiins 7, 12, and 16 would be 
ailowable if rewritten in independent tbffn including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervenhig claims. 

S 103 Rejections 

I'he Examiner has refected claims 1 , 2, 4, 6, and 8-10 under 35 USC § l(}3(a) as being 
unpaiLnl ihk o i I S 1> Jkm i A"! M b I lo J msscn m \ of I S ? Uuil 4 606 ( ( 6 to ? itton 

1 ms-^cn d«.snibi.s i imiul or h xn^u uith }Lkicr(.c. to I i^nu ih it hkc tiK h i iu^t 
att-ouhnji to thi pn^^cnt in tntion is d \ niul m l1 urn 1 in Ind;,^ i hist {^'^) h nnu a suppoitc 1 
suilatc adapted to be posuiontd along a gtnciall) \crtitdl !>uriact and an opposite outei surlaee 
an tloneate peg {M) havm^ a longitudmal axis and tirst and second longituduiail> bpaced ends i 
poition ol whK h pej ^diae^nt Us lubt end it, mounted on the ba^e ni aiise position with the axis 
ot ilu pe^ pioiecti It av\a\ Irom the supported surfaee at least a major portion ot which peg 
ad] Kent !t eu i d end pio]c<.U li )ni ih^ oiitu sml i^l i Uk 1 t->c \lso ihe pe^ desciibed m 
1 msseu has an L\iali\ extending suilaee portiou adapted lo positioned uppern ost vshcu ihe 
supported surface is positioned along a generally vertical surtace. 

Unlike the paper hanger aecording to tlie present invention, however, the fixture or 
hanger dese iibed bv Tanssen is usetul when it is desired to mount sheh es oi lacks on coueiete 
etineitoi othet niisomv t\p(-.s\dlh ind surl lees uheK ii is ^micuilIs ditlieulttc. drn«.nciKor 
bo is nithe nnsoni^ ni Uciia! feokimn lin<..s U) 4l;o{ hnss,.n) the lixtuieb ha\e 

been bonded 1( i \s ill t i o hei suil K ads oi p mels m i\ K mo inted heru n hs toienij, the 
boirds or pandb onto the piotiudin^ mil (column lines 42 to 44 oi Jaussui) 

In contrast the paper hanger according to the piesent invention as claimed m clann 1 is 
lor suppoiting one or moie sheets of papci tlie majoi poition ol the peg ou vshich the papci 
sheets I L SI ipoHtd his i diametci ol less than about 0 17 inch (0 43 centimetei ) m\ an KialK 
extcndia.- uil lee p Hi )n ( i the idapkd to posi loned l pD<.finost h u (he '-i i po t.d 
suilace IS pt siuo led ilong a t,encralls NCUical sui lace is adapted to re stnei iTe^ nnvem^nief 
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sheets of paper around the peg axially of the peg. It would not have beeri obvious to one sMlkd 
in the art of hangers to adapt a hanger for shelves or racks of tlie typQ described by Janssen for 
the purpose of making a paper hanger by providing those features. 

There is no teaching or suggestion in Janssen to use his peg to support sheets of paper, 
nor to provide a peg for supporting the sheets of paper that has a major portion with a diameter of 
less than about 0.17 inch (0.43 centimeter), and has an axially extending smface portion of the 
peg adapted to be positioned uppermost when tl^e supported surface is positioned alohg a 
generalfy vertical surface that is adapted to restrict free movement of sheets of paper around the 
peg axially of the peg. 

The Exarainer has acknowledged these differences between the paper hanger according to 
the present invention and the hanger described by Janssen both in her comments and by citing 
Paiton. 

Patton describes a paper binder for retaining loose paper sheets in assembled and stacked 
relation. The binder includes a base smyi { 14; havmg a ptuiality of spaced upstanding pegs (18) 
nitcgral thcres\ith. which poc^ has c pci ipheial serrations {21) 1 he pegs extend through 
apertures ui the paper sheets and also exicnd ihruugh apertures m a cimnpmg strip ( 24) which 
clamping strip i24) engages the upper surface of the top paper sheet. At each aperture the 
chuiiping strip (24) has a tongue (30) which engages the peg (18) therein under its serrations to 
lock the clamping strip (24) in a clamped position against the top paper sheet. 

rheic is no teaching or even a remote suggestion in Patton to substitute one of the pegs 
(18) u-^cd ni the paper bindei lie describes for the nail desciiiied b) Janssen to fonn a 
hangoi like tluit claimed m dam-! 1 that has an axialh exicndinu surtace portion adapted to re 
positioned uppcimost s\heii the supported sutface is positioned along a gcnetalh \crtKal surface, 
with only the axialK cxtcndmg suiTace portion of the peg being adapted to rcstxici tree mo\ emeni 
of sheets of paper around the peg axially of the peg. 

Janssen describes a hanger intended for sheMng or the like, whereas, Patton describes a 
portable paper binder. These are structures from unrelated fields of art., nether of which have 
anv thing to do u Jli hangers hn -Loeis 1 ho base ^ni]) ■; 14) fuim winch the pcii-> ( 18) m 

the binder described by Paiton project can be, but are not normally intended to be positioned 
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along a general Iv vertical surface. The clamping strip (24) along the upper surlace ot the top 
P ip..! sIkci hi ilic bin Icr ol Patton engage^ the peg (1 8) to hold the sheets on the peg (18) 1 hub 
there in no reach] ni> or suiiaestion from the hinder described bv Patton that onlv the serrations o\\ 
p^^ (IS) ou\1 KsliKt h^L n->o\cnKnt ol sh<_cts ol pjp*.! lumnd iht p^u c.\i ilh ol p ^ si o lid 
ths, peg bv. usvwd on i paper hangvi of the tspe cldinied { he I xamint.i ^ obv iousn«.ss conduMO'i 
lacki, the lequisitc suggestion tor the proposed modifications ai> ^\ell as the requisite reasonable 
e\pettaiion that the proposed modifications ^^ould be successful See In re <) Fam.ll 8d3 h 2"'' 
846 850-1 "^1 SPQ2ndl67^ 1680-81 (hed Cir 1988) It is onh the Applicant s own 
disclos;ure diat provides any teaching or suggestion tor the combination oi structural tealiucs 
•ecUed in elai n 1 I he t-Kaniiner s ob\iousness eonelusion is bis^d upoi npp<.imiss!l k 
hindsight idthei tlian upon some teaching suggestion oi inecnu\e dci \ed ho n it «. 1 1[ h d p i i 
ait 1 bus the structure for a paper hanger iccited m claim 1 is i\oi made ob\ lous h\ ) uisse i in 
view oi Patton. 

Claim 1 should be allowed. 

( launs 2 ^ 4 (> and 8 10 aie dependent on claim 1, and thus aie alknsablc foi all ol 
th K s -ms .-1 en ibosv with uspi^el lo i.l uni i \(i lit )i il \ ilKse dependent elaims include 
luith..r stuietuial lunuations that are not shown or suggested in the claimed combination b> 
Janssen or Patton hor example, claini 2 recites that the a\iall> extending surlace portion ol the 
peg detiues closclv spaced sharp edges that ate adapted to restnct free movement ot sheets ot 
papei aiound the peu axiallv ot the peg which shaip edges claim ^ iccites are defined bs nuiehme 

e s tbi aJ*- I \lei dm uouud the i\is of tlu pi.,., \hieh sh up ed.zcs ..1 mn l^.LU^.•^ ik 
punukti D\ a i.o^uag oi abiasne granules md vxhieh -,h u] us tl iini (> lucn... ik dius d^d 
b> axialh spaced trans\tise udgcs onlv on the i\i tlh ^.xtendii sud-iev i oi km (.1 un ^>wi. k > 
that d. maioi poition ot the peg adjdeent its seeond end projeets horn the outci suiface ot Us b ist. 
bv a distanet ir a lan^e of about 0 I') to 0 ^0 inch (0 38 to 0 76 centimeter) whcreao claim 10 
rt.^ s mt ^ ii SK to ether with the teature that the peg has a di unete- o^ iboui 0 1 1 inch 
iO ""h et n nieti.)) Such dimensions are not suggv.stv,d b> cithei the hang^i of Jansscn or the 
binder of Patton. 
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Dk 1 xdiTuncj hdb icjectui i^laim under "55 USC ^ lO^(a) ai* being unpatentable o\er 
] msstn conibmcu \sitli Patlon in \icw ot U S Patent 2,866,583 to Bdtts and turthcr m tuub^r 
view of U.S. j^alenl .':). 690.^61 to Rowland etal. As noted above, there is no teaching or 

uak.-iKr IP tuiv Ijus^L-n oi Fatten to ptovidc apapci h-in^u ot tist, i-^ iv d lUKd m cl am 1 in 
which only an axially extendnig surf ace portion ot tlie peg that is adapted to be positioned 
uppemio^st when the supported surface is positioned along a generally vertical surface is adapted 
to restrict free movement ot sheets of paper ai'ound the peg axially of the peg. Also, liatts does 
rot •suggest such a paper hanger m which an axiallv extending surface portion on the pea i5> 
CO itcd wi'h iht isns. uianuks to ic^tntt hn moxcmun i I sheets ol pajKi aiounJ Jk pt-g a\ ^il 
of the peg because of sharp edges pro\ ided b> the abiasivt uianulcs Batts J^suib s i ukiIc-^ ot 
a soft icbihent mateiial such as rubber (see col 2, his '^1 56) on vaiu^ns l^ \x ^ o> ( ioilx h in 
to lestnct slippage of clothes fiom around the hanger Batts indicate that abiasne pamclcs ^Aould 
not be useftil for his purposes (see eol. 5. Ins 64-66). Rowland describes the use of sharp edges 
provided by serrations or abrasive granules on the; face of a golf club to affect movement of a 
goll ball staick b\ the club Tanssen Patton Batts and Rowland describe stiucturcs from 
unrelated fields of art none ot \s Inch h iinthm lo do \snh hangers ioi shcei^ ol p i md 
thcic IS no teaching oi suggestion in an\ of thosu leleienees that would make obvious a papei 
hanger having the features lor a paper hanger claijned m claitii 5, 

I he iixaratnei- has rejected independent claim 1 and claims 2-4, 9, and 1 0 dependent on 
claim 1 undei I'SC 103(a) as being unpatentable o\ ei U S Patent 2 314 121 to Biennan ni 
view of U.S. Patent 6.074. i 47 to Shu, 

l^i>.n!) ui dvsenbes a paper hanu^i that like the papv^i h m^-i aecoiding to the piesent 
in enti< }. elaimed m claim i includes a base { 1 o) ha\ ui^^ a suppi-ited sui lae^ adap^^d to K 
positiuucd along a general!) \ crticaJ surface and an opposite outci suitacc ancloiigdtepcg(19; 
haxing a longitudinal axis and liist and second longitudinal Is spaced ends a poitum ol which 
]KJ k1 ^.eHi i^s t'Sst v.nt 1^ mounted on the baso ui a use po>itK>n ^Mth ihv. uis it dept.. 
projv. n^i I \ 1^ l]>im •^ lid sni ]x>j led .ui lace at least a mu> po tion oi lid idi ee'iMts 
sc<,ond ^nd piojeets hom the outer ■>uffaee ot h>. ths, pej., described in Bieun m has i 

generallv uniiorni cross sectional area along its length and an axially extending surlace poruon 
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adapted to be positioned uppermost when the supported suriace is positiofted along a generally 
vertical surface. 

Unlike the paper hanger according to the present invention as elaimed in claim 1 , 
hi\LSCf it c in 111 bv s lid th u onlv lliat i\ulK (.M^ndin^i ^ui 1 iv.c poi ti p ot tl l p«.-, ( i 
au-,*.nbwd b\ Bicnnan is adapted to rvsinct tree ouncmenl oi shc(.ls ol p ipu arou id Uk p^^ 
axialh of the peg Rathei Bremian uses a clamp (24) that has a tongue (2^) adapted to ennauc 
one ol bcxcral spaced openings (22) along the peg (19) to restrict free moxcment ol bheetb ot 
paper around the peg axiallv of the peg, 

!l\t. ( xinimti hi^ tJ i owLd^^d dilinttxcs buwt-cn iIk p ipci hanger accoiding to the 
present nivention and the paper hanger described by Bremum bv citing him. 

Shu dLSLubc a t unp<,r piool s<. it sticss (^0) that can be used as an idlv s^u w ft s 
'hiottle le\t,i of a throttk body 1 here is no teaching or c\en any remote suggestion ui Shu to 
substitute that beat sciew (30) tor the peg (19) descubcd bv Biennan to torm a paper hangci like 
tliat claimed m claim 1 that has aii axiall> extending sni 1 icc jxn tion jdapted to be positioned 
uppeimost uh^.n the supported surface xs positioned aion^^ a ^.uKialK \crtii,al surface with onl) 
thi M il Mcfidum suttacc poi tu 11 o! Uk peg being adapted to restrict hee movement of sheets 
ol paper around the peg axtally ot the peg. 

While Brennan describes a paper hanger, the tamper proot set screw (30) described by 
Shu lb intended to be used in niecharucal devices (c g , as an idle screw for a thiotlL levti of a 
throttle bod^ ) to provide a set screw that is difficult to tampei with alter it has been placed in a 
di.MKd po'^ition Mils )^ 1 siiuctuic lium ilKldoi irt tn u is toialK Mui^htvd to the Iwld of 
hangei'- toi >ihcL.t ol p ip^i 1 h^ic is no teaching ot i.\en m\ icint Ic -^Ufc^cstioi ui "^hu lu 
substitute his set screv lor tht peg ol Bicnnan so that the -.eievs threads on tnc s^t s^rcu ^ !l Id 
lestiKt hec mo\enunt ol shcUb ol paper aiound the s«.l seievs axialK of the i>et seicw shonld il c 
svt seie\s be uscd on a paper hangei of the t>pe claimed I his is so c\cn it the set screw 
described b\ Shu has a si/e included in the dimensional limilaiions noiLd h\ iIk 1 xanniiei 1 he 
1 xamincr s cthMOusness concluMon lacks the lequisUe suggestion loi ihc piO'->osca nodifivctions 
aswcl is Ik t<.qui u is u tbn. e\ps.<u tion th it the pu post d ni )dii)c u (sns \ti d Ix 
snceessii 1 See In O 1 audi 85 > 1 2"^' 846 850 51 7 I SPQ^nd 107"^ 1680 81 Kd I i 
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1988) It lb onl> the apphcAnt\ own disclosure that pios idc^ am t<.dJiing oi suggestion lor the 
^.onibination ol bli uctuial features recited m claim 1 1 he I \anuncr s oh^ lousnoss t,onclusion i<? 
bas^d upon nnpcnnissihk hindsight rathei than upon some teaching -.uL,jiestion or uucntne 
dciiS ^om thv. ipphed puoi art 1 lais the structure for a paper hangei recited in claim 1 ib not 
made obvious by Brennan and bhu. 
(.•laim 1 should be allowed. 

Claims 2 -4. 9. 10 are dependent on claim 1, and thus are allowable lor all ol the reasons 
Ln cn abo\ c with respect to claim I Additionally these dependent claims include further 
s n (.1 ii 1^ lit Ml lUon^ lint lu not siun not suLL'^-stcd m ihc thinjcd <,(nnht!ution b\ lir^nninoi 
Shu 1 01 uupk cl u!u 2 fccilcs that the axialK ».\ti.ndin<i sim 1 ic<. poition i f lU peg dehnes 
closelv spaced shaip edges that aic adapted to icstrici Itcc mo\ chkiu ol siiccis oi paper aiound 
the peg axialK ot the peg which sharp edget> claim 3 iccnet> are defined In machine screw 
threads extending around the axis ot the peg; and which sharp edges claim 4 recites are provided 
b^ serrations on tlie peg Claim 9 recites that a majoi portion ol the peg adjacent its second v.nd 
piojcctb fumi the the outei suilacc ol its base by a distance m a range ot about 0 15 lo 0 iU inch 
((,> St(»() ' vcntituoLi) \ h>.{cischin) 1 0 ti^cites that kaUiK lo^v.ihci v\ ilh k itiit^. th it the 
peg has d diamctei oi aoout 0 1 1 inch (0 28 centimetei ) Such dimensions aic not indicate 1 b 
either the sheet hanger ot Brennan or tlie set screw ot Shu. 

Ibe bxammer has also rejected independent claim 13 and claiins 14, 15, and 17-20 
dcj'cndciit on claim 13 undci 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable o\cr Brennan in siew oi 
Shu. 

I^Kni mdc'-cnh-- i combun um ukIuJihu i st i^k (^1 piper mi ipipwih nge that hkc 
thv. <on bu u <. n ivcudin to the pKs>.i)( menUon as chinud in clmr 1 ^ indudcs a papei 
hanger including a base (1 b) having a supported surtace adapted to be positioned along a 
generalK \ertical suriacc, and an opposite outer surface an elongate peg (19) ha\ing a 
longnudmal avis and tust and second longitudinalI> spaced ends, a poti n ol %! el c|n.^nt 
its Inst end is mounted on the base in a use position with the axis oi iv.. pioi^ctitu n n 
It i \ inc s i| po tvd utf ic^ It k i^r i m u>» poition ol s\h <.h ik_ idj ic>. it ^co'ij en 1 pa it.v.ts 
{font the outer surlace oi the base. Also, the peg described m Brennan has a generallv unilorm 
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uui>b sectional iici altmg its length aiid an axiall> extending surlacc poxtuni adapted to be 
po:>itioned upptii 1 )st \\ha^ \hi. supported surtact is ptiMtioiwd ilon a ^^luialK xertical siiitace 

I'niikc tlK n ipci han^^cr m the combination accoidiii to iiK cut m\ontKMi is ^InnKd 
niLljnn i htmcs^r t car not b<. said that on! v that aM U\ lMc xinu sut ! icc poi tu>u ui p^^ 
( 19) described b> Bicnnan is adapted to lestiict tiec nuncmcnl oj sheets oi pip^i nound the pe^ 
axial is oi the peg or tliat tlic axialh extending smtace portion ot the peg (19) described b> 
Biennon ha^ closch spaced sharp edges Rathci Brennan uses a clainp {24} that has a tonuuc 
{2 adapted to ent,ape one of se\eral spaced openings (22) along the peg (19) to testnct trtt 
movement oi sheets oj paper around the pen axiallv ol the peg, 

1 1 \itiiinei has aeknt)\s hedged ddierene^s betv>cen the papei hansel \ ei uhnj, to the 
present in\ ention and the papci hanger descnbcd bv Bienn in b\ eitm^, Shi 

Shu dcscnbes a tamper proof seat screw (30) that can be used as an idle scies\ foi a 
throttle lever ol a throttle bodv. fhere is no teaching or even any remote suggestion in Shu to 
substitute that set screw (30) tor the peg ( 1 9) descnbcd b\ Ricnn m to loini a paper hangei like 
thai chimed in claim 1 that has an axialK exteiuniv -> iit ite pottton ad t])ied to be positioned 

Upi^M! I !l U!ie suppdt d sin 1 lee is K Sim le I ik lU 1 ellci ills \ci- le ll sui 1 lee whiel 

•-uiiacL poition dclines closch spaced shaip edges with onis liie shaip edges aiorg the axialh 
extending sm-iace portion of the peg restricting tree rnoveraent of sheets ot paper around the peg 
axiallv ol the peg. 

\ noted abme with respect to claim 1 vshile Brennan dcseiibcs a papei hanger the 

limpet pux t s^i svK\^ I ""0) dcsv^ulxd b\ Shu is intended to be a ed m mub inic li dcMces 
IS :ti Klk scieW hn d tliiuttk lc\e v\ a thiottle bod's ) to piovide l set seie\s t'l U uiliicull to 
1 1 npei with litet it h is oeeU pi lecd m d desired posilion 1 his is a stu ctuie ! om i lieid ol iil 
'hat IS totdlis unrelated to the field of hangers for sheets ol papei 1 heis. is no teaching oi e\ en 
an\ remote suggestion m Shu to substitute his set screw tor the peg ol Biennan so that the scrcu 
tlucads on the set serevs could restrict tiee movement oi sheets of papei ir<,>u-Kl th<. set scievs 
ixnlh of the set sere^^ should the set seicw be used on a p q ei h ingei ^1 tl c i\ } ^ claimed ! 1 is 
is v.\cn ii t^u set ciess describe 0 Sli I h i I 1 V iiiekded n dmiei sionil luiu vi nis 
nokd b\ iK I xanunei (he 1 \ainincr s obviousness conclusion lacks the icquisHe su e l on 
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for tlie proposed modifications as well as the requisite reasonable expectation that the proposed 
modifications would be successful. See In re O 'Farrell 853 F.2"'' 846, 850-51 . 7 l, SFQ2nd 
1 673 . 1 680-8 1 (l^ed. Cir. 1 988). It is only the Applicant's own disclosure that provides any 
L-Lioliing or suggestion for the combinalion oi" structural features recited in clumt 13. I'hc 
Examiner's obviousness conclusion is based upon impermissible hindsight rather than upon 
some teaching suggestion or incentive derived from the applied prior art. Thus, the structure for 
a paper hanger recited in claim 13 is not made obvious by Brennan and Shu. 
Claim 13 should be allowed. 

Claims 14, 15 . and 1 7-20 are dependent on claim 13, and tlius are ailowabie for all of the 
reasons given above with respect to claim 13. Additionally, these dependent claims include 
further structtiral limitations that are not shown or suggested in the claimed combination by 
Brennan or Shu. For example, claim 14 recites that the sharp edges that restrict free movement 
of sheets of paper around the peg axially of the peg are defined by machine screw threads 
extending around the axis of &epeg; elaim 1:5 recites that those sharp edges are provided by 
serrations on the peg; and claim 18 indicates that those sharp edges are provided by axially 
Spaced transverse ridges only on the axially extending surtace portion, ("laim 19 rccilcs that a 
major portion of the peg adjacent its second end projects ixom the outer surface of its base by a 
distance in a range of about 0. 1 5 tO 0.30 inch (0.38 to 0J$ eentitneter); whereas claim 20 recites 
that feature together with the I'eature that tlie peg has a diameter of about 0. 1 1 inch (0.28 
centimeter). Such dimensions are not indicated for tlie claimed combination by either the sheet 
hanger of Brennan or the set screw of Shu. 

Reconsideration and allowance of all of the claims in the application are respectfully 
requested, 

Respeetflilly submitted, 

J . B> ^ 

Date UiUiaml Hucbsch Reg No 25,990 

Telephone No.: 651-733-2835 

C.>t}!cc: oi Intellectual Piopertv Counsel 
..>M liinos ative ProDerues Company 
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